354. SPEECH AT GUJARATI MEETING*

DURBAN,
[July 9, 1914]

[Gandhiji] said that he would take the opportunity to address a few re-
marks to the Colonial-born Indians, as he did not know whether he would have
another opportunity to speak to them. To them his first words had been when he
came to South Africa and to them his last words would be when he left it* It
was they who had assisted him with his first piece of political work in South
Africa, when a petition signed by some 10,000 Indians had been addressed
to Lord Elgin, the then Secretary of State for the Colonies,2 against the dis-
franchisement of Indians. That petition had been successful in its object, the
Bill being vetoed, though the Government of the day subsequently in another
form achieved its purpose. The Colonial-borns had since also borne their share
of the communal work, but they could, if they would, do more. It was they who
were the permanent Indian settlers of South Africa. To the Colonial-borns
South Africa was their birth-place and home, and it was essential to the well-
being of all other sections of the community that they should work together with
the Colonial-horns. Their responsibility was great. It was they who would
have to nurse the settlement, to maintain the happier tone which had now
been established between the European and Indian communities and to live
down the prejudice which today still existed in South Africa, This they would
accomplish b time if they did their duty at all times. He referred to the fact
that Nagappen and Valiamma had both been Colonial-borns, as had the ladies
who did such noble work at Newcastle, He urged upon them to preserve
their national characteristic, to learn their mother-tongue and study the history
and traditions of their Motherland, where he would hope to see them some day.
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1 In his English speech thanking the gathering for the reception to Ba
and himself, Gandhiji made touching references to the happy relations which
existed between Hindus and Muslims.

2 This petition was addressed in May 1895 to Lord Ripen, the then
Secretary of State for the Colonies. A copy of this was sent to Lord Elgin
wbo was, at the time, Viceroy and Govemor-GwraJ of India, Vide Vol. I,
pp. 187-212.